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SUMMARY:

The Copeland Local Plan is currently being updated.  This is a large piece of work that requires 
robust up to date evidence, assessment and public consultation.  As such, one of the 
requirements of producing a Local Plan is to publish a Local Development Scheme which the 
public and stakeholders can use to understand the process and key milestones for producing 
the Local Plan.

The purpose of this report is to inform Members of the work that is required between 2019 and 
2021 to produce the new Copeland Local Plan 2017-2035.  The timescales and resources for 
achieving this have been brought together in the Local Development Scheme 2019 for Member 
approval.

RECOMMENDATION:                                                                              

That Members approve the Local Development Scheme as the Council’s work programme for 
producing the new Copeland Local Plan 2017-2035.  

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 The Council is producing a new Local Plan to replace the Copeland Local Plan 2013- 2028: 
Core Strategy and Development Management Policies in order to take account of the 
following changes:

 Updates to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) (2018)
 The Council’s new Housing Strategy (2018-2023)
 Production of the new Copeland Growth Strategy: Copeland Vision 
 The Council’s Corporate Plan 
 Cumbria Local Industrial Strategy 
 The pause of the Moorside project 



 Changes to Sellafield’s ‘missions’ and the opportunities that this can provide 
 Availability of Government funding
 Changes to shopping patterns and the role and function of town centres

1.2 The new Local Plan will be informed by a robust evidence base and must undergo a 
number of public consultation stages and be tested for its social, economic and 
environmental impacts.  The document then undergoes a public Examination by a 
Planning Inspector before it can be adopted by the Council.

1.3 The Local Development Scheme is the document that outlines the work programme, 
timescales and resources to produce the Copeland Local Plan 2017-2035.

1.4 The Local Development Scheme 2019 will replace the version that was approved by Full 
Council in June 2017.

2.0 The Evidence Base and Assessing the Impacts of the Local Plan 

2.1 The Local Development Scheme 2019 focusses on the production of the Copeland Local 
Plan 2017-2035 and its supporting evidence base.  This evidence base can range from 
Council produced monitoring, publicly available information and strategies, and 
specifically commissioned reports including:

 Strategic Housing Market and Objectively Assessed Needs Assessment 
 Local Housing Needs Assessment
 Strategic Housing Availability Assessment
 Economic Development Needs Assessment
 Employment Land Assessment
 Infrastructure Delivery Plan
 Economic Viability Assessment
 Retail Study
 Highways Impacts Modelling
 Transport Improvements Study
 Open Space Assessment and Strategy
 Landscape Character Assessment
 Sports Strategy
 Playing Pitch Strategy
 Gypsy and Traveller Accommodation Needs Assessment
 Wind Energy Technical Document



2.2 The Local Development Scheme outlines the scope, content and status of the Local Plan 
together with the process and timescales for future documents that are still to be 
produced.  It also outlines the resources required and available to the Council to produce 
the Local Plan.

2.3 The Local Plan will be subject to a number of assessments during its production that will 
ensure sustainable development.  These include:

 Sustainability Appraisal (to consider the likely environmental, social and economic 
impacts of proposed policies and allocations and ensure development is 
sustainable)

 Habitats Regulation Assessment (to consider the potential effects of proposed 
policies on protected environmental designations)

 Health Impact Assessment
 Heritage Impact Assessment
 Equality Impact Assessment

2.4 In the future the Council is likely to produce some Supplementary Planning Documents 
that will provide greater detail to the policies and allocations in the new Local Plan, but 
these are not included at present as they will be identified as the new Local Plan 
develops.  Once they are identified they will be presented in an updated Local 
Development Scheme.

3.0 Key Milestones in the Local Development Scheme 

3.1 The key milestones for producing the Copeland Local Plan 2017-2035 as follows:

 Consultation on Issues and Options – November 2019 to January 2020

 Consultation on Preferred Options – May/June 2020

 Pre-Submission consultation – Winter 2020

 Submission to the Secretary of State – Spring 2021

 Public Examination Hearing Sessions – Summer/Autumn 2021

 Adoption – Winter 2021

3.2 The full programme and milestones are shown in the Local Development Scheme in 
Appendix A.



4. CONCLUSIONS

4.1 The Local Development Scheme is the project management tool for producing a Local 
Plan and is a requirement of planning regulations.

4.2 The Local Development Scheme 2019 provides a challenging, but realistic timetable for 
producing the new Copeland Local Plan 2017-2035.

5.     STATUTORY OFFICER COMMENTS 

5.1 Legal Comments are:  No Legal issues arise from this report

5.2 The Monitoring Officer’s comments are:  No Legal issues arise from this report

5.3 The Section 151 Officer’s comments are:  The cost of producing the new Copeland Local 
Plan 2017-2035 over the next three years is estimated at £430k. This will be funded from 
reserves earmarked for this purpose. Costs may change if the timescales or complexity 
changes, any financial implications will be reported to members are part of the regular 
budget monitoring reports.

5.4 Policy Framework: Ambition 4:  Strengthen the way we operate

5.5 Other Consultee Comments, if any: 

6.      HOW WILL THE PROPOSALS BE PROJECT MANAGED AND HOW ARE THE RISKS GOING 
TO BE MANAGED?

6.1 The Local Development Scheme is the project management tool to produce a Local Plan, 
and identifies the risks that might affect the production of the Local Plan.  The main risk 
to date has been staff resources, but following a successful recent recruitment campaign 
the Strategic Planning team is now fully staffed.  The timetable is achievable so long as 
staffing levels are maintained.

6.2 The Strategic Planning budget contains some funding to support the production of 
evidence base reports and the public Examination for the Local Plan, and further funding 
has previously been earmarked to produce the Local Plan.  The budget will be closely 
monitored and reported to CLT with any potential budget pressure identified in a timely 
manner.



7.      WHAT MEASURABLE OUTCOMES OR OUTPUTS WILL ARISE FROM THIS REPORT?

7.1 The purpose of the Local Development Scheme is to provide a work programme to 
produce the Copeland Local Plan by identifying the key processes, milestones and 
resources required.

7.2 The successful achievement of the milestones and ultimate adoption of the Copeland 
Local Plan will provide the measurable outcomes.
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